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Is THE BiBLE Gob’s WORrRD?

The Two Most Important
Questions

Men and women throughout the ages have debated
the two most important questions in life. The first is,
“If there is a God who is knowable, how does one get
to know Him?” The second is, “If there is a literal heav-
en, how can one be certain he will live there after
death?” The Bible says that the answer to both questions
is one and the same. The Bible quotes Jesus Christ
who says, “T am the way, the truth and the life, no one
comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). To
“come to the Father” includes both knowing God and
gaining qualification to enter heaven upon death.
However, to believe the credibility of this quote of
Jesus presumes, among other things, that the writings
of the Bible are reliable. Christians throughout history
have argued that the Bible is God’s Word. They most
often agree that as God’s Word it is both inspired
(God-breathed) and infallible in its original writing.

The First Issue To Investigate

’t would be easy to argue from logic that a book writ-
ten with human hands could not be authored by God.
Even if it were believed to be so, a strong case could
be made for expecting that writing to be significantly
altered through the hundreds of years of duplicating
by hand the various manuscripts.
Yet, in spite of such logic, very intelligent and

scholarly giants have persistently believed in the inspi-
ration and infallibility of the Bible. Many of those who



Is Tur, BiBLE GoD’S WORD?

do, boldly insist that in doing so they have not
“shelved their brains,” and agree that there is a solid,
historical rationale for such a belief.

The Bible's Incredible Unity

1}‘16 Bible was written over a period of 1500 years by
over 40 human authors, writing in three different lan-
guages. These men and women lived in three different
continents and wrote on a variety of controversial sub-
jects. One would expect that these authors, living in
such different cultures, would contradict each other.
Yet there is an amazing unity throughout the Bible
without error or contradiction. This unity would sug-
gest that the Bible was written by one author, namely
God.

The Bible's Historical Accuracy

’nlroughout the years skeptics have claimed that many
of the stories in the Bible had no historical foundation.
One after another of these accusations are being
abandoned.

A favorite target was the Old Testament account of
the city of Jericho. The Bible recounts that Joshua and
the Tsraelites marched around the city of Jericho once
each day for six days. On the seventh day they walked
around the city seven times. The priests then blew
their trumpets, the walls of Jericho collapsed and the
city was invaded. Those who deny the existence of the
supernatural have dismissed this account as fanciful.
Their skepticism was strengthened by the fact that
there was no city where the Bible claims Jericho to
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have existed—only desert.

However in the 1930’s archaeologists made an
incredible find. Going to the Bible location of Jericho,
they began to dig and discovered an ancient city
buried beneath the sand. Finding a vase with the name
of the city on it, they learned that it was, in fact,
Jericho. Furthermore, during the excavations, an
archaeologist concluded that “the walls fell outward so
completely that the attackers would be able to clamor
up and over the ruins into the city.” One would expect
the walls of the city to fall inward during an invasion,
and yet the walls of Jericho fell outward in accordance
with the biblical account.

Commenting on the historical accuracy of the Bible,
archaeologist William F. Albright states, “Discovery after
discovery has established the accuracy of the innumer-
able details and has brought increased recognition to
the value of the Bible as a source of history.”

The Bible's Fulfilled Prophecies

Re Bible contains countless prophecies about future
events. If the Bible were not inspired, the odds of
these prophecies being fulfilled would be no better
than chance. Yet, we find an incredible accuracy in the
Bible’s foretelling of the future. For example, over 300
prophecies in the Old Testament, written hundreds of
years before the birth of Christ, refer to the coming
Messiah, Christ. All 300 came true. The following are
examples of these prophecies, their Old Testament ref-
erences and their New Testament fulfillment in Jesus
Christ.

a. Messiah to be born in Bethlehem

(Micah 5:2 - Matthew 2:1-6)
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b.

Messiah to be a descendant of David
(Jeremiah 23:5 - Luke 3:31)

Messiah to enter Jerusalem on a donkey
(Zechariah 9:9 - Matthew 21:1-9)
Messiah to be betrayed by a friend
(Psalm 41:9 - Matthew 26:47-50)

Messiah to be sold for 30 pieces of silver
(Zechariah 11:12 - Matthew 27:9)

Money thrown in God’s house
(Zechariah 11:13 - Matthew 27:5)
Money given for potter’s field
(Zechariah 11:13 - Matthew 27:7-8)

Messiah’s side, hands and feet pierced
(Psalm 22:16 - John 20:25)

Messiah crucified with thieves

(Isaiah 53:12 - Luke 23:32-43)

Messiah’s clothes divided and lots cast for them
(Psalm 22:18 - John 19:23-24)

Messiah’s bones not broken

(Psalm 22:17, Psalm 34:20 - John 19:31-33)

Messiah to be buried in a rich man’s tomb
(Isaiah 53:9 - Matthew 27:57-60)

Mathematical probability indicates that the chances

of only eight of these prophecies being fulfilled in the
same man are 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. These
odds are statistically impossible apart from a sovereign
God who knows the future.
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The Bible'’s Miraculous
Preservation

’t would be reasonable to expect errors in the trans-
mission of the Bible in the last 3500 years, especially
since copies were duplicated by hand. How do we
know the Bible we have today is same as the original?

Until 1947, the oldest known Hebrew manuscripts
of the Old Testament were dated from the ninth and
tenth centuries A.D. They were copies of only the first
five books of the Bible.

Then, in 1947 came the remarkable discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls. These were early manuscripts
from the library of the Jewish religious groups which
flourished at Qumran about the time of Jesus. These
manuscripts were written about a thousand years earli-
er than the ninth century documents. Among the Dead
Sea Scrolls are copies of every Old Testament book
except Esther. Upon this discovery, the question was
raised whether the ninth and tenth century manu-
scripts would match up to these ancient manuscripts.
Would errors have been made in transmission over
those 1000 years?

The impact of this discovery is vividly illustrated in
the virtual duplication of the Isaiah scroll (dated 125
B.C.) in the Masoretic text of Isaiah (A.D. 916) written
1000 years later. This demonstrates the unusual accura-
cy of the copyists of the Scripture over a thousand year
period. Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, only seventeen
letters have been questioned. Ten of these letters are a
matter of spelling, which does not affect the sense.
Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, such as a
conjunction. The remaining three letters comprise the



Is THE BIBLE Gop’s WORD?

word “light”, which is added in verse 11 and does not
greatly affect the meaning. Thus, in one chapter of 166
words, there is only one word (three letters) in ques-
tion after a thousand years of transmission—and this
word does not significantly change the meaning of the
passage. Comparisons of other Bible passages show
even closer duplications.

This incredible preservation of the Bible over time
can best be explained by God’s doing. Desiring to
keep the Scriptures in accord with His original revela-
tion, God ensured that the Bible would be accurately
copied over the centuries.



Tue GosPEL oF JOHN — CHAPTERS 1-5

nere is no better way to investigate the claims of
Christianity than by reading the Bible itself. And there
is no better place to begin one’s reading than in the
Gospel of John. This Gospel is written by one of Jesus’
closest disciples, John, who seeks to convey the histor-
ical account of the life and teaching of the one who
claimed to be the Christ.

As you read these first five chapters, note the
questions and look for the answers. To do so will
stimulate your reading in such a way as to enhance
your investigation.



1. To whom
does the
“Word” refer?
Why is the
name used?
(1:1,14)

2. How did
the world
receive the
Word? Why?
(1:10)
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’ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. ?He was with God
in the beginning. * Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made.
“In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
*The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has
not understood it. *There came a man who was sent
from God; his name was John. "He came as a witness
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. *He himself was not the light; he
came only as a witness to the light. ° The true light that
gives light to every man was coming into the world.
"He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him.
"He came to that which was his own, but his own did
not receive him. ?Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God—*" children born not of natur-
al descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God. *The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth. "*John testifies concerning him.
He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me has surpassed me because he
was before me.” *From the fullness of his grace we
have all received one blessing after another. ' For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. *No one has ever seen God, but
God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has
made him known. " Now this was John’s testimony
when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to
ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, “T am not the Christ.” * They asked
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him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.”
“Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer
to take back to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” # John replied in the words of Isaiah
the prophet, “T am the voice of one calling in the
desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.” *Now
some Pharisees who had been sent # questioned him,
“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” *“I baptize with water,”
John replied, “but among you stands one you do not
know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs
of whose sandals T am not worthy to untie.” *This all
happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan,
where John was baptizing. ¥ The next day John saw
Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! *This is the
one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me
has surpassed me because he was before me.” *'I
myself did not know him, but the reason I came bap-
tizing with water was that he might be revealed to
Israel.” #*Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the
Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain
on him. *T would not have known him, except that
the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,
‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and
remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’

#T have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”
»The next day John was there again with two of his
disciples. *When he saw Jesus passing by, he said,
“Look, the Lamb of God!” ¥ When the two disciples
heard him say this, they followed Jesus. * Turning
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What
do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means

3. Whywas
Christ called
the Lamb of
God? (1:29)

11
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Teacher), “where are you staying?” *“Come,” he
replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw
where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It
was about the tenth hour. “Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, was one of the two who heard what John had
said and who had followed Jesus. * The first thing
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell
him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).
“And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be
called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).
“The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee.
Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” *Philip,
like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of
Bethsaida. ®Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law,
and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” ©“Nazareth! Can any-
thing good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come
and see,” said Philip. " When Jesus saw Nathanael
approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite,
in whom there is nothing false.” **“How do you know
me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you
while you were still under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” ®Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” *"Jesus
said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under
the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.”
"'He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”
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2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, *and Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. *When
the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They
have no more wine.” *“Dear woman, why do you
involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet
come.” °His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever
he tells you.” ®*Nearby stood six stone water jars, the
kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to the
servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them
to the brim. *Then he told them, “Now draw some out
and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so,
?and the master of the banquet tasted the water that
had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it
had come from, though the servants who had drawn
the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside
and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till
now.” '"'This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus
performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his
glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. “After
this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and
brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few
days. ¥ When it was almost time for the Jewish
Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. **In the temple
courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves,
and others sitting at tables exchanging money. ”So he
made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the tem-
ple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins
of the money changers and overturned their tables.
1*To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of
here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a

13



4. What is the
significance of
Christ’s words,
“Destroy this
temple, and I
will raise it
again in three
days”? (2:19)

5. What did
Jesus mean
when He told
Nicodemus he
must be born
again? (3:3)
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market!” " His disciples remembered that it is written:
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” *Then the
Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can
you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”
¥Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and T will
raise it again in three days.” * The Jews replied, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are
going to raise it in three days?” # But the temple he
had spoken of was his body. *After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said.
Then they believed the Scripture and the words that
Jesus had spoken. #Now while he was in Jerusalem at
the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous
signs he was doing and believed in his name. #But
Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew
all men. ®He did not need man’s testimony about
man, for he knew what was in a man.

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.
?He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no
one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing
if God were not with him.” *In reply Jesus declared, “I
tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again.” *“How can a man be born
when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot
enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be
born!” *Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one
can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of
water and the Spirit. °Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised
at my saying, ‘You must be born again.” *The wind
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blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” * “How can
this be?” Nicodemus asked. °“You are Israel’s teacher,”
said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?
"T tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and
we testify to what we have seen, but still you people
do not accept our testimony. "I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? " No one has
ever gone into heaven except the one who came from
heaven—the Son of Man. **Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, “that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life. **“For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. " For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him. *Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but
men loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. # Everyone who does evil hates the
light, and will not come into the light for fear that his
deeds will be exposed. * But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plain-
ly that what he has done has been done through
God.” 2After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into
the Judean countryside, where he spent some time
with them, and baptized. # Now John also was baptiz-
ing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of
water, and people were constantly coming to be bap-

6. What did
Jesus say was
necessary to
have eternal

life? (3:15)
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tized. ' (This was before John was put in prison.) “An
argument developed between some of John'’s disciples
and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial wash-
ing. *They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that
man who was with you on the other side of the
Jordan—the one you testified about—well, he is bap-
tizing, and everyone is going to him.” ¥ To this John
replied, “A man can receive only what is given him
from heaven. *You yourselves can testify that I said,
Tam not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.” ® The
bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who
attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and
is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice.
That joy is mine, and it is now complete. **He must
become greater; I must become less. *! The one who
comes from above is above all; the one who is from
the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from
the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above
all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but
no one accepts his testimony. ** The man who has
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. * For the
one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for
God gives the Spirit without limit. * The Father loves
the Son and has placed everything in his hands.
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s
wrath remains on him.”

4 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and
baptizing more disciples than John, *although in fact it
was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. * When
the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back
once more to Galilee. *Now he had to go through
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Samaria. °So he came to a town in Samaria called
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about the sixth hour. "When a Samaritan woman came
to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a
drink?” * (His disciples had gone into the town to buy
food.) *The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask
me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.) ’Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he would have given you
living water.” ' “Sir,” the woman said, “you have noth-
ing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you
get this living water? “Are you greater than our father
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself,
as did also his sons and his flocks and herds.” ** Jesus
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, ""but whoever drinks the water I give
him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” ® The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water
so that T won'’t get thirsty and have to keep coming
here to draw water.” '“He told her, “Go, call your hus-
band and come back.” 7“I have no husband,” she
replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say
you have no husband. *The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your hus-
band. What you have just said is quite true.” **“Sir,” the
woman said, “T can see that you are a prophet. * Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews
claim that the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem.” # Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a

17



7. What is the
significance of
Christ’s claim
1o be the
Messiah? (4:26)
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time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. *You
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.
»Yet a time is coming and has now come when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father
seeks. **God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship
in spirit and in truth.” ® The woman said, “T know that
Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes,
he will explain everything to us.” * Then Jesus
declared, “T who speak to you am he.” “Just then his
disciples returned and were surprised to find him talk-
ing with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you
want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” #Then, leav-
ing her water jar, the woman went back to the town
and said to the people, ¥ “Come, see a man who told
me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”
*“They came out of the town and made their way
toward him. * Meanwhile his disciples urged him,
“Rabbi, eat something.” **But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you know nothing about.” #*Then his
disciples said to each other, “Could someone have
brought him food?” *“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do
the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the
harvest”? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest. *Even now the reaper
draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for
eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be
glad together. ¥ Thus the saying ‘One sows and anoth-
er reaps’ is true. *I sent you to reap what you have
not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and
you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” ¥ Many of
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the Samaritans from that town believed in him because
of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I
ever did.” “So when the Samaritans came to him, they
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.
“And because of his words many more became believ-
ers. “They said to the woman, “We no longer believe
just because of what you said; now we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the
Savior of the world.” ®After the two days he left for
Galilee. *(Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a
prophet has no honor in his own country.) ®When he
arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They
had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the
Passover Feast, for they also had been there. “Once
more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned
the water into wine. And there was a certain royal offi-
cial whose son lay sick at Capernaum. “When this
man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from
Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and
heal his son, who was close to death. *“Unless you
people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told
him, “you will never believe.” ¥ The royal official said,
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” **Jesus replied,
“You may go. Your son will live.” The man took Jesus
at his word and departed. * While he was still on the
way, his servants met him with the news that his boy
was living. *When he inquired as to the time when his
son got better, they said to him, “The fever left him
yesterday at the seventh hour.” **Then the father real-
ized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had
said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and all his
household believed. * This was the second miraculous
sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to
Galilee.

19
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5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a
feast of the Jews. ?Now there is in Jerusalem near the
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called
Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. *Here a great number of disabled people
used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. **One
who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned
that he had been in this condition for a long time, he
asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 7“Sir,” the
invalid replied, “T have no one to help me into the
pool when the water is stirred. While T am trying to get
in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” *Then
Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk.” ’At once the man was cured; he picked up his
mat and walked. The day on which this took place
was a Sabbath, "and so the Jews said to the man who
had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids
you to carry your mat.” "' But he replied, “The man
who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and
walk.” 2So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who
8. How did told you to pick it up and walk?” ¥ The man who was
Jesus describe  healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped

His relation- away into the crowd that was there. **Later Jesus

ship with the found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are
Father? well again. Stop sinning or something worse may hap-
(5:18-24) pen to you.” " The man went away and told the Jews

that it was Jesus who had made him well. *So,
because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath,
the Jews persecuted him. Jesus said to them, “My
Father is always at his work to this very day, and I,
too, am working.” **For this reason the Jews tried all
the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the
20 Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father,
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making himself equal with God. *Jesus gave them this
answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing
by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also
does. *’For the Father loves the Son and shows him all
he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him
even greater things than these. * For just as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son
gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. > Moreover,
the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judg-
ment to the Son, #that all may honor the Son just as
they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. *“I tell
you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be con-
demned; he has crossed over from death to life. 1 tell
you the truth, a time is coming and has now come
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God
and those who hear will live. *For as the Father has
life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in
himself. “And he has given him authority to judge
because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at
this, for a time is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice ¥ and come out—those who
have done good will rise to live, and those who have
done evil will rise to be condemned. * By myself I can
do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is
just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent
me. *' “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not
valid. #*There is another who testifies in my favor, and
I know that his testimony about me is valid. *You
have sent to John and he has testified to the truth.
%Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it
that you may be saved. *John was a lamp that burned

9. Can some-
one be right in
relationship
with God with-
out being right
in relationship
to Christ?
(5:23)
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and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his
light. *T have testimony weightier than that of John.
For the very work that the Father has given me to fin-
ish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has
sent me. YAnd the Father who sent me has himself tes-
tified concerning me. You have never heard his voice
nor seen his form, *nor does his word dwell in you,
for you do not believe the one he sent. *You diligently
study the Scriptures because you think that by them
you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that
testify about me, “yet you refuse to come to me to
have life. T do not accept praise from men, “but I
know you. I know that you do not have the love of
God in your hearts. T have come in my Father’s
name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else
comes in his own name, you will accept him. “How
can you believe if you accept praise from one another,
yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from
the only God? “But do not think I will accuse you
before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom
your hopes are set. “If you believed Moses, you would
believe me, for he wrote about me. " But since you do
not believe what he wrote, how are you going to
believe what I say?”
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